
ADVENT 

PV Household Worship 
December 4 – 9, 2017 

 

 Daily Memory Verse:   
Luke 1:37  For nothing will be impossible with God. 
 

 Song:  He Who Is Mighty 

 

Monday, December 4, “What is Advent?”  Read Luke 1:1-25 
Advent begins this week! It is a season in which we remember and reflect on the incredible true 
story of Christmas and the people God used to play a role in all of it. Advent comes from the 
Latin word Adventus which means “arrival” or “coming.” We look back and celebrate the 
miraculous birth of Jesus Christ, and we look ahead and remember that our risen king will one 
day come back to restore a world in desperate need of it. In our quest for the accumulation of 
“stuff” we start to believe that Christmas is all about the getting of things. A 70 inch flat screen 
TV, the new iPhone X, an air-soft automatic rifle, sugar cookies, and lots of gift cards seem to be 
an occasion to pamper “ME”. But in reality, Christmas is about God! It marks an epic moment in 
the history of the world. Long ago, in a small country village called Bethlehem, inside a smelly 
barn, the virgin Mary gave birth to God’s Son – Immanuel: “God with us.” Luke’s gospel begins 
the story with an old barren couple Zechariah and Elizabeth. God’s angel messenger Gabriel 
brings the tidings that God is going to give them a son even in their old age. God is able to do 
what is humanly impossible! He has a plan and time for everything. Their son “John the Baptist” 
became the forerunner to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. God can do anything! 

 In Luke 1:5-25 what are some of the powerful miraculous things God does in these verses? 
Name as many as you see citing the verse. 

 How do you see God’s perfect timing in this passage? 
Memory Verse Luke 1:37 
Prayer - Ask God to help you stay focused on him in the midst of all that can possibly be 
distracting during this time of year.  
Tuesday, December 5, “Mary, the favored one.”  Read Luke 1:26-38 
Who me? That’s what young Mary must have thought as she was approached by the angel 
Gabriel. She was an ordinary teen in a very small town, and now this heavenly messenger 
appeared in a burst of light and called her God’s favored one. “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord 
is with you” was the greeting. Mary was “greatly troubled” or fearful in her heart. She knew how 
ordinary she was. She was like all of us as teenagers, prone to snap at our parents or forget to do 
the dishes or to fall asleep without our evening prayers. But God uses ordinary people. “Favored” 
simply means that God’s grace fell on her. He chose her for this specific purpose. He chose to 
bless her not because she was perfect but because He is gracious. We are ordinary too. We may 
also find ourselves troubled or feeling unworthy when God shares his plans to use us. He tells us 
that He loves us and reminds us we are chosen by Him. God chooses simple ordinary people to 
work His extraordinary promises through. Who us? We’re regular people, broken and yet 
somehow loved and part of God’s plan to see our neighbors and the world come to know Him as 
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Lord and King. In these moments, to “do what God wants us to do” is simple… we merely receive 
the gifts and grace He has offered to work in us and through us.  

 What do you think it would have been like to get this news as a fifteen year old girl? 

 Has God ever given you a gift or called you to something that seemed frightening or too good 
to be true? What was it? How did you feel? 

Memory Verse Luke 1:37 
Prayer - Ask God to help you see yourself as he sees you – a beloved son/daughter, full of worth 
and value. 
 
Wednesday, December 6, “Quiet, faithful obedience.”  
Read Matthew 1:18-24 
While Joseph’s life and character are highly esteemed in the Gospels, we don’t hear a whole lot 
from him. Joseph seems to be a picture of quiet, unquestioning obedience. God says, “Go” and 
he goes, “Move” and he moves. Joseph says nothing. Here he is in Matthew – saying nothing… 
Joseph protected Mary. He did not exploit her. And the Lord honored his integrity by sending an 
angel to let him know that everything that was going on was part of God’s plan. “Do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” Joseph isn’t 
mentioned much after Jesus’ birth story, and so we assume that he could have died some time 
before Jesus’ public ministry. The impact of his life lasted much longer. Joseph was the earthly 
father to Jesus, the father of James (the Lord’s half brother), the brother to Clopas, and the uncle 
of Simon. Joseph influenced a lot of people – a lot of family. And that’s just the family we know 
about. Joseph’s quiet, faithful obedience to God’s calling echoed loudly within his family and left 
a lasting legacy that impacted generations. What is your life saying about God to those around 
you? Let the way you affect your family help them to know and love Jesus. 

 Read Matthew 1:18-24. How would you describe the character of Joseph? What did he do 
that is honorable? Why? 

 Do you think Joseph had an influence on his family? What is your influence like with your 
family? How would you want to see it changed? 

Memory Verse Luke 1:37 
Prayer - Ask God to help you be a light and a witness for Christ to the friends and family you’ll be 
around over the holidays. 
 
Thursday, December 7 “Going hard after Jesus”   Read Matthew 2:1-12 
Check the weather. Pack the gifts. Feed the camels. It was going to be an epic road trip. These 
magi – or wise men – decided to seek for themselves the stories they heard about God’s coming 
Messiah. They heard the predictions of this Jewish God sending a promised Savior from their 
youth. They could barely believe it but all the signs, written in the skies above, pointed to one 
undeniable truth: The Messiah had come! The magi, known for their wisdom, insight, and precise 
study of the skies, journeyed for hundreds of miles in search for this Son of God. “Where is He?” 
they asked. “We saw His star and came to worship Him”. Remarkably, though they weren’t 



ADVENT 

Jewish, their desire to encounter the truth set them apart from everyone else in the Christmas 
story. They followed hard after this Messiah and it led them straight to Jesus. They sought 
answers to life’s hard questions and left their comfort zone to find truth. When they finally saw 
Him, they gladly worshipped Him and offered the most famous Christmas gifts ever. Gold. 
Frankincense. Myrrh. What they gave was nothing compared to what they got. What they got 
was the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace! 

 Read Matthew 2:1-12. How did the magi show their commitment to learning the identity of 
Jesus?  

 What gifts, time, talent or treasures might you offer to experience encountering Jesus? 
Memory Verse Luke 1:37 
Prayer - Ask God to make you more like the wise men in giving you a strong desire to go hard 
after Jesus.  
 
Friday, December 8, “Magnifying God.” Read Luke 1:46-55 
Mary was chosen to give birth to the Savior of the world. But, why Mary? Was it because of all 
her goodness? Was she actually better than everyone else? Our scripture text today is called the 
Magnificat, Mary’s prayer of magnification. To magnify the Lord is to focus on Him, and make 
Him look big. Mary was blown away that she, of all people, was chosen to serve God in this way. 
The honor of God’s call overshadowed her fear. Why? Because she knew the One who was 
calling her into service. Godly fear is the essence of humility. Who is the focus of my thoughts, 
my decisions, my future plans? Who am I trying to make look big? Like most teen-age girls, I’m 
sure Mary had dreams for her life, marriage, and family. However, Mary also understood that 
there is no bigger blessing than to glorify God and serve Him, in whatever way He sees fit. She 
was willing to let those dreams and plans be interrupted. So God chose Mary by His grace. The 
amazing thing is, His grace was already working in Mary’s life to know and desire God’s glory. 
Mary humbly looked to God for more grace she needed to honor Him. God graciously chose 
Mary to use and bless for His glory. God opposes the proud and exalts the humble. Will God find 
in us a fear and humility that He desires? 

 Read Luke 1:46-55. What are some of your big dreams and plans for the future? Are you open 
to God interrupting those plans? Why or why not? 

Memory Verse Luke 1:37 
Prayer – Father, thank You that You have been faithful to me. Your word is true and Your 
promises to Israel will come to pass. You are faithful through the ages! 
 
Saturday, December 9, Read Luke 1:26-55 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace 
to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we 
meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


